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The BA/BSc Open degree (available with and without honours) is the OU’s most
popular qualification. One of the many advantages it offers students is the wide
range of subjects they can choose in order to build their own personalised degree...

But do students actually take advantage of this, or do they choose to
study within just one main subject area?
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No. % No. % No. %
STEM 844 23.1% 870 25.3% 196 36.4%
FASS 662 18.1% 595 17.3% 33 6.1%
WELS 403 11.0% 366 10.6% 35  6.5%
FBL 106 2.9% 90  2.6% 34 6.3%

Across2 1638 44.8% 1521 44.2% 241 44.7%

Total 3653 3442 539

Note: 2015/16 data is currently incomplete therefore
should be treated with caution. This is in the process
of being updated.
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“The small print”:

If a student has gained both an ordinary degree and Honours in the same year, they were allocated to the
count of Honours degrees (ie. No duplication).

Only those modules that actually counted towards the qualification i.e. passed, were counted.

Students were allowed 1 module of “free choice” outside of the discipline area.

Credit Transfer students were not filtered out of the analysis as this is not possible with the current dataset,
and only students that had studied 3 or more modules were included.

Openings modules were excluded as these cannot easily be attributed to a Faculty and cannot be counted in
the Open degree going forward.

Collaborative modules were excluded, again as these could not be easily attributed to a Faculty (and are few in
number).

IET modules were included in the analysis (as PG modules can be counted down to the Open degree).

No account has yet been taken of the size of modules, eg. 3 x 10 credit Science modules would be counted the
same as 3 x 30 credit Arts modules.

Some (old framework) students may have counted more than 360 credits towards their degree.




