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My context

I am a Principal Teaching Fellow leading a programme called Change Makers at Imperial College, 
London

Students from any discipline can take my modules for degree credit or extra credit

Imperial College is a STEMMB institution with undergraduates in science, engineering, maths, 
medicine and business



Live, love, learn
All Change 
Makers modules 
use the Live, Love, 
Learn pedagogical 
principles in 
every classroom 
activity and 
assessment:

Live - prior learning, individual and collective experiences are valued as a 
foundation for new knowledge and understanding of the lived world 

Love - empathic engagement with others critically anchors learning to the 
real, messy, intricate needs of individuals and communities around the world

Learn - challenging, active learning is vitally pursued to create independent, 
critical thinkers who approach complexity with confidence and self-awareness

http://www.livelovelearn.education

http://www.livelovelearn.education/


Change Makers aims to…

… create students who engage their whole personhood in their work to 
create change in the world

We have a range of 
interdisciplinary 
modules tackling 

global challenges (Global Challenges, Global Village, Sustainable Futures) 

personal challenges (My World)

activism and change management (Anatomy of Change, User Experience) 

global collaboration (Lessons From History) 



What comes in…

I am concerned with decolonizing the 
curriculum and our approach to what 

counts as valid information and 
knowledge and valuing their 

experiential qualities



Democratised knowledge 
and empowered research

We have no reading lists and provide no 
suggested readings

We support students to co-create team 
and class knowledge bases and annotated 

bibliographies
For each source we ask the students to 

document:



Creating topographical 
representations

In order to help students identify relevant material
to help build their understanding and to ask good 

questions, we begin by creating maps

We also think about how we do (and do not) want 
to learn together



Containing and Deconstructing disciplinary knowledge and 
perspectives



moving beyond the 
jigsaw reconstruction

Modelling the next 
step with the idea 
of holding ‘tension’



Reconstruction – new 
understandings and 
new (and borrowed) 

topographies



Transcending the ‘discipline’ 
of interdisciplinary

Wilding the 
Experiential 

element



Ingold’s ‘wayfaring’

“lives are led not inside places but through, 
around, to and from them, from and to places 
elsewhere … [human existence] unfolds not in 
places, but along paths” (Ingold 2011: p148). 

“knowledge […] grows with the maturation of 
his own person along the paths he threads 
through the ground” (Ingold, 2015: p148)



Bending and folding real life experiences
Martha bending time and place between the classroom and an NGO



Bending and folding 
real life experiences

Poitr seeing his values lived in 
another’s shoes



Polanyi’s knowledge

“Tearing away the paper screen of 
graphs, equations and computations, I 
have tried to lay bare the inarticulate 

manifestations of intelligence by which 
we know things in a purely personal 

manner” (Polanyi, 1958: p64)



Bending and folding 
real life experiences

Leon’s abandonment of tables and 
charts



Bending and folding 
real life experiences

Garrett’s bereavement story time



“I wanted to do something that would involve the pages of my planner. I wanted to showcase these pages as a
token to the time and consistency I’d put into my project over the span of the four weeks, as well as putting
a creative spin on them at the same time. In the end, I decided that origami would be the perfect way to
transform the pages into a tangible sculpture, while allowing glimpses into the past 4 weeks of my life by
reading the folded surfaces of the paper. I really enjoyed the process of making this little fleet of paper boats,
and as I folded I found myself reading back over things I’d accomplished, and reflecting on everything I’d
done during that time.

Perhaps a part of me was initially reluctant to start tearing the pages from my journal and folding them up:
“what if I want to read back over them?”, I found myself thinking. But I realized then that I had no need to
read over them, and that my memories and reflective notes were enough. Cliché as this may sound, I realized
that it was more important to me to spend time planning for the future, than looking back over the past. And
thus, my fleet of origami happiness set sail.”

Alice, April 2023



References

Hauke, E (2019) The world today: the roles of knowledge and knowing in higher education. Teaching in Higher Education 24(3): 378-393

Available from: https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/vViSNjd6TfxfCjdnfqWk/full?target=10.1080/13562517.2018.1544122

Ingold, T. (2011) Being Alive. Abingdon, Routledge. 

Ingold, T. (2015) The Life of Lines. London, Routledge. 

Polanyi, M. (1958) Personal Knowledge: Towards a Post-Critical Philosophy. London, Routledge.

https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/vViSNjd6TfxfCjdnfqWk/full?target=10.1080/13562517.2018.1544122

