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Today’s discussion

- The versatility of interdisciplinary (ID) courses –and what that 
tells us about their potential 

- Our journey in adapting pre-existing ID materials for new 
audiences, through 2 case studies: 

1. A sustainability course for students in Biology

2. A course on digital trust for working professionals

- Key lessons we’ve learned along the way



UCIL online units

Units currently being repurposed…💡 ✂️ ♺



Course on Sustainability for all 1st year 
students in the School of Biological Science 

(SBS)

Why?
• New QAA subject benchmarks require all disciplines to integrate Education for 
Sustainable Development.

How?
• Adapting the existing UCIL course, ’Creating a Sustainable World’, to meet the needs 
of SBS students.

Who?
• A collaboration between UCIL and SBS academics and SBS students.



Initial workshop: what to keep, 
remove, add, improve



‘Knowledge 

Sharing 

Resource’



Course on Digital Trust and 
Security for working professionals

Why?
•There’s currently an emphasis in HE on advancing lifelong and flexible learning. With the job market 
rapidly evolving (The World Economic Forum, 2020), short, focused courses are increasingly in demand and 
were recommended by the European Commission (2022).

How?
• Adapting the existing UCIL course, ’Trust and Security in a Digital World’, to meet the needs of 
industry professionals for upskilling and reskilling. 

Who?
• A collaboration between UCIL, academics from Criminology, the Flexible Learning Programme, staff 
from marketing, business engagement as well as an Industry Advisory Board.

https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Future_of_Jobs_2020.pdf
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/micro-credentials


Example of a workshop with our 
Industry Advisory Board



What we loved: This project 
took us to the ‘next level’ of 
interdisciplinarity: making 
interdisciplinary content even 
more interdisciplinary for a 
specific cohort.

What we found challenging: 
Actively listening to a diverse 
range of voices, especially 
when perspectives occasionally 
conflicted.

What is rewarding: we are 
the common thread between 
the different versions of the 
course and our ‘knowledge 
bank’ continues to expand with 
each experience.

Sustainability course: Keys Takeaways

What we loved: Exploring how 
existing content could be 
creatively redeployed for a new, 
external audience.

What we found challenging: 
Complex projects demand clear 
coordination. With many 
stakeholders involved, defining 
roles and responsibilities upfront 
could have been handled more 
effectively.

What is rewarding: We didn’t 
just repurpose content we’re 
proud of—we also ‘repackaged’ it 
with a new delivery and 
assessment model to better suit 
our new audience.

Digital Trust course: Key Takeaways

Interdisciplinary materials can 
be effectively adapted to meet 
specific School needs and UK 
Higher Education priorities.

A ‘new voice’ matters—courses 
must feel relevant to their new 

audience.

Clear priorities from the 
start—tracking progress differs 
when content is pre-existing.



Conclusion

1. Repurposing and repackaging interdisciplinary materials is a new and evolving area for us.

2. We see exciting potential for the future of interdisciplinary education.

3. While it comes with challenges, the opportunities and impact are significant.

4. We’d love to hear from others with similar experiences to exchange best practices.


