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MA/MSc Open

Do you want the freedom to design a personalised course of study across a range of
disciplines? Then our innovative MA/MSc Open is the perfect choice. This flexible
programme lets you build a unique postgraduate qualification by combining cross-curricular
modules and microcredentials. You can broaden your subject knowledge, deepen your
expertise within a chosen discipline and tailor your studies to meet your professional
aspirations or personal interests. This masters degree is ideal for career development or
academic progression, whether you choose to study across disciplines or specialise in one
area, giving you control over your learning journey.

Code Course type e Level Q Credits a Length Start dates Q Study method

F81 Masters Degree Postgraduate 180 Part-time — 2-3 years May 2027 Distance learning
September 2026
October 2026
November 2026
April 2027
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MA/MSc Open

Qualification structure

Study a
minimum of 120 credit?
within one study area

60 credits
rom any other study area

Arts, Humanities, Music Arts, Humanities, Music Arts, Humanities, Music

and Language Q and Language and Language
Education, Psychology, Education, Psychology, Education, Psychology,
Health Science ; Health Science Health Science
and Healthcare Z and Healthcare and Healthcare
Science, Technology, ? Science, Technology, Science, Technology,
Engineering Engineering Engineering
and Mathematics 5 and Mathematics and Mathematics
Business, Finance, Business, Finance, Business, Finance,

Human Resources and Law Human Resources and Law Human Resources and Law

Further professional
development

MA/MSc Open MA/MSc Open
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YXM830
Online prospectus

Advance your
independent learning
(Yxms830)

This innovative module

topic of your choice at
masters level. Developing
your postgraduate skills

in investigation, critical
engagement and reflection,
you'll produce a final
assessment based on a
topic agreed with your tutor.
This could take the form of a
written piece such as a report
or a training programme, or
could be a presentation or
an audio-visual resource,
whatever is best suited to
your chosen audience.

Find out more at
openuniversity.co.uk/
advance.




Standing out from the crowd

Looking back to look ahead

The MA/MSc Open is a unique and innovative qualification
not only at the OU but also in the sector.

The qualification has been presented for eight years and we
are now undertaking a review of the offering.

A key question as part of the review: Are we helping our
students to ‘stand out from the crowd’?

As part of our qualification enhancement activities, we have
engaged in some Student Voice work.

To help us respond to questions we have, but also to
explore the students’ perspectives on the qualification.
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Student Voice activities

Understanding the student perspective

We provided a VLE forum with themed discussions, a questionnaire, and student focus
meetings for students to participate in.

Using varied formats to encourage students to participate and share feedback with us.

Sample questions we are exploring:

The Open
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How did you discover the MA/MSc Open?

How do you describe your study to others?

Why did you choose the MA/MSc Open?

How did you go about selecting modules for your MA/MSc Open qualification?
Can you see the benefits of bringing your learning together to make connections
between what you have studied/are studying?

Where do you feel the strongest sense of academic community: at the module
level, subject areq, or qualification level or not at all?




Making assumptions

Alternative perspectives

Question we wanted to explore as part of the Student Voice activity:
- What perspectives do students have about their identity when enrolled in a distinctive
postgraduate multidisciplinary program?

The outcome is not what we expected:

« Students like and value the multidisciplinary nature of our offering, choosing modules
and subject areas that make sense to them, either for professional context or, most
often, for personal desire to study.

 Itis not clear students see the benefits of making connections between subjects and
disciplines.

« Should we do more to increase awareness of the type of study that they are engaging
in, e.g., a multidisciplinary qualification?
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A bold idea

Offering up an interdisciplindary option

While our Student Voice activities are currently in-flight, we are exploring ideas from an
early student focus group meeting.

« Students commented that they feel the most sense of community and belonging in the
interdisciplinary module YXMX830 ‘Advance your independent learning'. They valued
bringing their learning experiences together on this module and seeing how other
students do the same.

« We are reviewing our qualification structure to explore adding this module to all Study
Groups, so dll students have the option to study an interdisciplinary module.

« The qualification team will also hold Student Drop-in sessions, to help students with

their study options and raise the profile of studying through the multidisciplinary and or
interdisciplinary lens.
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Questions

Crowdsourcing answers

- How could we raise the profile and benefits of
interdisciplinary study for students?

- What do we need to offer our students to help them
navigate through this type of qualification?

« How important is it for students to identify if they are
studying in a multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary manner?

- Do we, as the qualification team, have a different

perspective on the benefits/relevancy of interdisciplinary
study compared to our students? Is that okay?
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