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Our Context
Impington Village College

• a state-funded, non-selective secondary 
school on the outskirts of Cambridge

• delivering the International Baccalaureate 
since the 1990s

• this makes us near unique within England



Our Curriculum
Impington Village College

as an IB World School…

“building a better and more peaceful world 
through IB education”



Our Curriculum
Impington Village College

as an IB World School…
• a curriculum that fosters learner attributes such 

as being open-minded, an inquirer, caring, 
reflective, and risk-taking

• lessons which promote approaches to learning 
such as self-management, thinking skills and 
communication 



Our Curriculum
Impington Village College

Middle Years Programme (ages 11-14)
• inquiry-rich learning which values students’ 

thinking and teachers’ autonomy
• holistic approach to assessment, promoting the 

development of subject skills alongside 
knowledge



Our Curriculum
Impington Village College

Interdisciplinary Units (part of the MYP)
• one project per year which combine two subjects
• assessed on:

a) evaluating 
b) synthesising 
c) reflecting



Our Potential
Impington Village College

not your usual state comprehensive…

… perfect for exploring classroom 
interdisciplinarity



“Witches”
Our Tale of Success



DISCLAIMER
not all of our IDU projects have been a success

le but! le ballon!
l’arbiter!



Witches
aka.

“The work of artists and 
historians enables us to 
empathise and create a 

broader and fairer 
perspective on the actions 

of people in the past.”



Witches

• Year 7 IDU (ages 11-12)

• English and history

• 6 weeks of subject lessons
• final day of performance and 

interdisciplinary discussion

aka.



Witches

The Shakespearean Soliloquy
“At the end of the unit, you will write and perform 
your own Shakespearean speech.  You will make 
one of the people you studied in your History unit 

on witch-hunts come alive” IVC unit planner

Your speech must demonstrate the following things:
• Use proper playscript format (character, dialogue, stage 

directions)
• Use of evidence from their real-life story
• Detail of the period your character is from 
Optional:
• Be written in full iambic pentameter
• Make accurate use of Early Modern language forms
• Include your own versions of phrases from real 

Shakespearian text we have used (parody)

aka.



Witches

The History vs English 
Debate

“…a debate about how we represent 
history...” IVC unit planner

• How do the different disciplines aim to 
create empathy for figures in the past?

• What is the role of evidence vs emotion 
in each disciplines?

• How do the disciplines view precision?
• Which discipline do you find more 

powerful in creating empathy?

aka.



The Shakespearean Soliloquy
Student Work



Reflection
Student Work



Witches
Our Tale of Success “…get to the endpoint of writing a speech in Iambic Pentameter and rhyme 

and understand the history and understand Lady Macbeth and the 
language Shakespeare. Yeah. But they always deliver, which is amazing.” 

for the students… engagement and enjoyment
for the teachers… high-quality performances from EAL students, 
students with dyslexia, and others who typically struggle in lessons
for the interdisciplinarian… meaningful integration, synthesis of 
disciplines, critical reflection on the values of differing disciplines



“it's really hard to explain it because we've 
done it for so long, it just works. 

We're very lucky, like it's awesome.” 

“I think we're just lucky. We’re lucky to 
have landed witches. We really are. It just 

works. And I wish I could tell you why it 
was perfect, but it just works”

Witches
but why is this one a success?



an organic, unpredictable process 
Replicating Success

“I think it's come about quite organically over the years as well”

“I think it can only come now with time, seeing like how other ones 
emerge or how it evolves, how the others change or how after running it 

for a couple of years, what works, what doesn’t.”

“More collaboration is needed in the planning stage to discover even 
more IDU opportunities”

Was it all down to luck?



gold-dust by design
Replicating Success

Is there something about Witches that 
causes it to be such a successful 

interdisciplinary project?

“that idea of starting from a context or a prompt or an idea”
something in the startpoint?

“I think it's having a good outcome” 
something in the product?



…how can we design more 
successful projects for the 

interdisciplinary classroom?

The Witch Hunt



The Witch Hunt
Replicating Success

…how can we design more successful projects for the interdisciplinary classroom?

Prompt? question? context? disciplines?

Process? finding common-ground? scaffolding synthesis?

Product? inherently interdisciplinary? beyond an essay?

Should we be looking to design success?



Our Mystery

as an IB World School…
• perfect experimentation-ground for 

classroom interdisciplinarity
• one case-study of success
• wider case-study of creative struggle
• why can’t we replicate our own success?

Replicating Success



? Is there a model for successful 
interdisciplinarity projects? (or differing 
models?)

? What ingredients make successful 
interdisciplinarity?

? Would this differ when designing classroom 
projects?

? What support could enable teachers to 
design and deliver meaningful 
interdisciplinary projects?

Our Mystery
Replicating Success



Thank you for listening and 
considering classroom 
interdisciplinarity…

jstell@ivc.tmet.org.uk with thanks to colleagues at Impington Village College

any questions or answers very 
much welcomed



IVC’s 
Statements 
of Inquiry

Year 7: History and English
The work of artists and historians 
enables us to empathise and create 
a broader and fairer perspective on 
the actions of people in the past.

Year 8: French and PE
How people communicate and 
interact with one another builds 
communities and allows for inter-
cultural perspective.

Year 9: Art and Science
Communication through presented 
models supports ingenuity in Art and 
Science.
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